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The Circuit Rider Published July 24, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Announcements: 
Free Toner Cartridges Available
Six toner cartridges need new homes! The cartridges are compatible with the following copiers:

AGFA X800, AGFA X805, AGFA X88, Canon NP 5020, Canon NP 5060, Canon NP 6000, Canon NP 6080, Canon 
NP 6150, Canon NP 6300, Canon NP 6150 II, Canon NP 6650, Canon NP 6650 II, Canon NP 7000, Canon NP 7050, 
Canon NP 7550, Canon NP 8000, Canon NP 8070, Canon NP 8530, Canon NP 8543, Canon NP 8565, Canon NP 
8570, Canon NP 8580, Canon NP 8582, Kodak Ektaprint 50,Kodak Ektaprint 85, Kodak Ektaprint 90 and Kodak 
Ektaprint 90E

For more details contact April Vestal at avestal@gallowayumc.org.

Luke 11:1-13
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer

11 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. 
When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his dis-
ciples.”
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2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:
“’Father,
   hallowed be your name,
   your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread. 
4 Forgive us our sins, 
   for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
   And lead us not into temptation.’”
5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves 
of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside 
answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you any-
thing.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless 
audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.
9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For 
everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father 
in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• July 30 (Tuesday)
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Bishop Swanson will be the in-studio guest on 
“Talking Sports With Rob Jay and Willie Richard-
son.” The sports radio program can be heard in the Jackson area on ESPN’s The ZONE, 105.9 FM.  To tune-in live stream-
ing go to www.thezone1059.com. Rob Jay is a long-time Mississippi television and radio sports broadcaster, teaming with 
NFL great Willie Richardson who played for the Baltimore Colts (1963-1969, 1971) and the Miami Dolphins (1970). 

• July 30-31 (Tuesday-Wednesday)
Bishop Swanson will be the celebrity guest in the “Tee to Green” segment with golf expert Randy Watkins that airs weekly 
on Jackson’s WLBT-TV during sports. They will record Tuesday for playback during the sports newscast at 6:00 p.m. and 
10:00 p.m. on Wednesday. Pictures and video will be made available later on the conference Facebook page.  

• August 4-6 (Sunday -Tuesday)
Bishop Swanson will be the spiritual leader for the Southeastern Jurisdiction (SEJ) Business Administrators annual gath-
ering at Lake Junaluska in North Carolina.

Conference Risk Management 
Thinks Policy on Church Violence
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt,  
Senior Communications Specialist
The time is now for conversation around church violence 
and security according to risk management consultants 
for the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. This fall, the group will lead church leaders in a discussion on the issue while offering advice on matters such as liability 
insurance. There are close to 1,100 churches that make up the Mississippi Conference which has no uniform policy in place that 
relates to violence and weapons.
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“We think it would be a good idea to have a written plan in place and 
for members of the congregations to know how to react if a situation 
occurs. We are in the process of gathering information to consider 
implementing a program, or to develop a policy we can share with the 
Mississippi Conference or possibly other insurers,” said Chris Brantley 
of Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services in Ridgeland, Missis-
sippi.  “We can’t make our churches do it, so this is more here’s some 
guidelines and we encourage you to adopt them.”  

In light of the school shooting in Newtown, Connecticut that left 26 
people dead, the federal government recently issued written guidelines 
for houses of worship advising adults in congregations to fight back—as 
a last resort—in an attempt to stop a shooter. The policy referred to as 
“run, hide or fight” is explained in approximately 40 pages. However, 
the message to protect Mississippi United Methodist congregations will 
likely be shorter.

“If we put something in place, it does not need to be 100 pages, it needs 
to be simple, it needs to be to the point and it needs to be user friendly,” 
said Brantley.  He also stated he was not aware of incidents involving 
threats of violence at Mississippi United Methodist institutions over the 
last decade.

Still, current media reports of violence at houses of worship in Mississippi make it hard for Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson to take the is-
sue lightly.  The Starkville District where Jackson is the superintendent has 106 churches. He was saddened to hear that one of the 
reported shootings at a church in Mississippi was fatal.

“The church is both a human and a spiritual institution and so those incidents remind me of our human trait. I believe in the 
long run the church will be okay. God will provide for us and we, the church, will have to be a little more proactive perhaps than 
we have been in the past about trying to come up with the appropriate responses,” Jackson commented.

He has also reviewed the federal policy and worries people will misconstrue the rule.  In his opinion, the federal guidelines should 
serve as a starting point for the Mississippi United Methodist Church dialog.

“This at least gives us a template. However, we will need help with interpreting. We have to be careful how we share this with our 
parishioners because some people may latch on to just one part of what they read,” said Jackson.

The conference risk management is holding their meeting in the Starkville District at a location to be announced soon by Jack-
son’s office.  United Methodist clergy, pastors, laity and other key leadership will be invited to attend. The agenda will also address 
church break-ins.

To view the federal written guidelines issued by Vice President Joe Bidden for houses of worship confronted by gunmen, go to
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/developing_eops_for_houses_of_worship_final.pdf.

MS United Methodist Foundation Awards $43,000 in Scholarships 
By Mike Hicks, Associate Director of the Mississippi
The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation awarded just over $43,000 to college and 
seminary students for the 2013-2014 academic year through the wise investment of 
gifts made by generous donors. The scholarships will assist 72 college students and nine 
seminary students in their academic and professional pursuits.  Funds are sent directly 
to the students’ institutions of higher learning.

The foundation is grateful to those donors who have touched so many lives through 
their generosity and helped reached towards the mission to grow their ability to as-
sist Mississippi United Methodist students with their education. The goal is to reach 
$100,000 in scholarships in the future. Help make this happen through giving generous 
gifts to the foundation.
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Anyone may make a gift to the general scholarship fund of the foundation at any time. Funds may be given in honor or memory 
of a family member or friend. An acknowledgment card will be sent to the family or friend to inform them of the gift. Those in-
terested may also establish an endowed scholarship with a minimum amount of $15,000. This may be contributed over a period 
of three years. The student receiving the scholarship will be told the name of the scholarship and will be invited to write a thank 
you letter to the donor or family member of the donor.

Gifts to the scholarship fund should be mailed to: P.O. Box 2415, Ridgeland, MS 39158-2415. Please mark your check “Scholar-
ship.” If the gift is in honor or memory of someone, please enclose a note to indicate this with the address for an acknowledge-
ment card. Persons wishing to establish an endowed scholarship are invited to call the foundation at 601-948-8845 or 1-800-496-
0975.

Henry-Crowe to Lead United Methodist General Board of Church & Society 
By Wayne Rhodes, Director of Communications GBCS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe, dean of the Chapel & Religious Life at Emory University in Atlanta, 
has been elected to succeed James E. Winkler as chief executive of the General Board of Church & Society (GBCS) of The United 
Methodist Church. The appointment will be effective at the February 2014 board of directors meeting 
of the agency.

GBCS is one of four international general program boards of The United Methodist Church. GBCS’ 
prime responsibility is to seek implementation of the United Methodist Social Principles and other 
policy statements on Christian social concerns of the General Conference, the denomination’s highest 
policy-making body.

Bishop Robert Hoshibata, GBCS board president who made the announcement, said he is pleased that 
GBCS’s Board of Directors overwhelmingly affirmed the consensus of the search committee by electing 
the Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe to be the agency’s new general secretary.

“Under Dr . Henry-Crowe’s leadership, we will build on GBCS’s strong legacy of advocacy for social 
justice,” the bishop said. “I am confident that we will also create a clear direction into the future of the board and its ministries of 
connecting people in the pews with the concerns and needs of persons and communities in the global context in which we live.”

Dr. Henry-Crowe offers considerable gifts that will be crucial to the future for the ministry of GBCS, according to Hoshibata. “I 
respect and appreciate her many contributions to the Church and her ministry at Emory University,” he said. “Her strong insis-
tence on building bridges that connect people of diverse backgrounds, cultures and theological perspectives will serve us well as 
we now address the ministry of GBCS in its global context, widening and strengthening our efforts to embrace and address the 
social concerns of both central conferences and United States conferences.”

Committed to Justice Ministry

Henry-Crowe said she is committed to the long-established ministry of GBCS through advocacy, education and justice-seeking. 
“The opportunity to support the communities and lives of real people around the world in their struggles for justice is the call of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and one in which I am privileged to serve,” she said.

Henry-Crowe said she gladly assumes the legacy of advancing the ministry of social holiness, inspired by John Wesley, articu-
lated by every General Conference, carried forward by these and many other distinguished and often unnamed successors: Mary 
McLeod Bethune, Frances Willard, Dudley Ward, George Outen, Haviland Houston, Thom White Wolf Fassett and Jim Winkler.

“I am now very happy to ask Bishop [L. Jonathan] Holston of my beloved South Carolina Conference to appoint me within the 
UMC as the general secretary of GBCS,” Henry-Crowe said. “Ordained into the ministry of the Church, I am hopelessly in love 
with the communities with which I have been entrusted safekeeping through Word, Sacrament and Order. This new one will be 
no different.”

The board of directors, which consists of 63 members located around the world, elected Henry-Crowe through a ballot this 
month. The election followed a search conducted by an international committee of board members. Bishop Hoshibata and Dot 
Ivey, a Virginian who heads the board’s personnel committee, led the search.

Hoshibata commended the members of the Search Committee for their extraordinary work. “Each person brought honesty and 
mutual respect to our conversations, our prayerful discerning and our decisions,” he said. “I am grateful for the dedication and 
faithful efforts that allowed us to work collaboratively with God’s Holy Spirit surrounding and guiding us.”

Rev. Dr. Susan 
Henry-Crowe



To facilitate a smooth transition, Hoshibata said the Search Committee will bring a recommendation to the September board of 
directors meeting requesting that Winkler continue as general secretary until the February 2014 board meeting.

22 Years at Emory

As dean of the Chapel & Religious Life at Emory for the past 22 years, Henry-Crowe conducted a ministry to and with a diverse 
constituency of 12,000 students and 2,400 faculty members. She has focused on interfaith and ecumenical work, mentoring and 
vocational formation of a new generation for social-justice ministries, and stewardship and fundraising. A key aspect of her work 
at Emory has been to foster interreligious dialogue in the ever-changing world of religious pluralism.

Henry-Crowe established the hallmark “Journeys” program that has attracted more than 500 students, faculty and staff to partici-
pate in 34 immersion programs into various countries and cultures. In those immersions, participants examined the root causes 
of conflict and injustice, and searched for ways toward reconciliation.

For 16 years, Henry-Crowe served as a member of the United Methodist Judicial Council, the denomination’s “Supreme Court.” 
She is the first woman elected president of the Judicial Council, serving in that role from 2008-2012. Being a member of the Judi-
cial Council required her to have intimate knowledge of doctrine, Discipline and history of the denomination.

Henry-Crowe was ordained an elder and continues to be a member of the South Carolina Annual Conference. In South Carolina 
she served in three pastoral appointments and as associate director and then director of the conference council on ministries.

As associate director, Henry-Crowe held the outreach portfolio, which included the boards of Church & Society, Global Minis-
tries, Health & Welfare and Ethnic Minority Local Church Concerns. As conference council director, she had responsibility to 
oversee the visioning, implementation and evaluation of programs and processes of the annual conference as well as reviewing 
goals and objectives, budget planning and accountability.

Delegate to Three General Conferences

A clergy delegate to three General Conferences, Henry-Crowe served on the legislative committee on administrative order, help-
ing to examine and write the legislation on membership of boards and agencies and on the Committee on Plan of Organization 
& Rules of Order.

Henry-Crowe was co-moderator of the Spiritual Formation Committee in preparation for the ninth assembly in 2006 in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, of the World Council of Churches. She was a member of the International Peace Conference Planning Committee 
for the assembly in Kingston, Jamaica, in 2011.

Recipient of a Master of Divinity degree from Candler School of Theology at Emory University, Henry-Crowe also holds a Doc-
tor of Divinity from LaGrange College. She has served on the board of trustees for Claflin University, Columbia College and 
Santiago College.

Henry-Crowe also serves as adjunct faculty at Candler School of Theology, where, in 1995 she was recognized “in appreciation for 
her years of service to the School of Theology and Emory University, for her leadership in the seminary, the University and the 
Church.” In 2000, she was named ‘Chaplain of the Year’ by the General Board of Higher Education & Ministry. She also has been 
recognized for her work in her commitment to social justice.

In addition, Henry-Crowe was recently recognized as one of the 175 History Makers during Emory University’s 175th anniversary 
celebration.

The General Board of Church & Society’s primary areas of ministry are Advocacy, Education & Leadership Formation, United Nations 
& International Affairs, and resourcing these areas for the denomination. It has offices on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., and at the 
Church Center for the United Nations in New York City.

Groundbreaking Festival Strives to Redefine,  
Encourage Faith-Based and Family Films
The inaugural International Faith and Family Film Festival will debut at Bishop T.D. Jakes’ MegaFest 2013 in Dallas, August 
29-31, at the Omni Dallas Hotel. The film festival will showcase projects including 
Fox Searchlight’s “Black Nativity,” Image Entertainment’s “Winnie Mandela” and Sony 
Pictures Entertainment’s “Heaven is for Real.” Actress Regina King is also expected to 
attend. Works from a range of other high-quality films from around the world will also 
be highlighted.
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Jakes, who has long appreciated the entertainment media’s influence in helping shape cultural messages and bring people to 
Christ, believes a new and vibrant “faith and family” film festival will raise the bar and change perceptions about what constitutes 
a faith-oriented film.

“Americans are looking for wholesome entertainment that reflects the values they practice and teach their children every day. 
We’re filling that void,” said Jakes. “This film festival is designed to encourage studios and the rising number of faith and family-
based film companies to help this type of entertainment grow.” 

Wholly original, the International Faith and Family Film Festival has already attracted some of the most powerful players in 
Hollywood, including William Morris Endeavor Partner/Agent Charles King; Brian Edwards, producer of Mark Burnett’s record-
setting History Channel series “The Bible;” DeVon Franklin, senior vice president of production at Columbia TriStar Pictures; Jeff 
Yordy, former director of marketing for Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment; Nikkole Denson-Randolph, vice president 
of special & alternative content for AMC Theatres and representatives from Creative Artists Agency.

The festival will also feature panel discussions moderated by Mary Claire Kendall of Forbes, Kirstin Wilder, vice president and 
managing editor of Variety, Sarah Pulliam Bailey of The Wall Street Journal and Kevin Frazier, host of OMG! Insider. Discussions 
will cover ‘Marketing within the Faith Based Community,’ ‘The Now and Future of Faith-Based Film & TV,’ ‘Getting Your Film/
TV Production Launched,’ and ‘The Rise of Digital Filmmaking, Distribution & Marketing.’

“Heaven is for Real,” based on the testimony of a four-year-old Nebraska boy, who visited heaven and lived to share his story after 
emergency surgery, will also be the subject of a roundtable discussion during the film festival. Randall Wallace (“Secretariat,” 
“Braveheart”) is directing and Joe Roth (“Oz the Great and Powerful,” “Alice in Wonderland”) is producing the film, which is still 
in production. Moreover, the film festival will feature high-energy actor and screenwriter workshops, keynote addresses and a 
Screenwriters’ Treatment Competition, the winner of which will have his or her project developed by TD Jakes Enterprises.

“This is more than just a film festival,” Jakes said. “It is an exciting and emotional re-imagining of all that cinema can and should 
be for ourselves and future generations. Getting our hearts right and our families back together again is paramount. With this 
festival we hope to provide more high-quality, family friendly and Bible-centered films over time. This is an essential ingredient 
for the healing and strengthening of our culture.”

Tickets for the three-day event are $99 and entitle registrants to enjoy other events in the MegaFest lineup. Discount family and 
group packages are available. To register online go to http://mega-fest.com/. For a complete list of scheduled events for the film 
festival visit www.mega-fest.com/filmfestival.

MegaFest has welcomed more than 700,000 attendees since its inception in 2004. Past speakers and performers have included 
Aretha Franklin, Steve Harvey, Dave Ramsey and Cirque du Soleil. This is the first time MegaFest will be hosted in Dallas. For 
more information and to register for MegaFest please visit www.mega-fest.com.

Strength in Diversity— 
A Church for All People
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District
Saturday, July 20, 2013 – The Senatobia District of the 
Mississippi Conference had a land dedication for a new 
church for all people—the church that welcomes every 
racial and cultural group with open hearts, open minds 
and open doors. 

When the Senatobia District laity and clergy began to survey the community around the new church property, they discovered 
that there are people from all walks of life and no ethnic group in the majority in the area.  Some of the people do not go to 
church, and the new ministry seeks to make everyone feel welcome. Rev. Goyo De la Cruz, Rev. Luz Campos, Rev. Greg Hazelrig 
and Erin Beasley were chosen to lead the church in the endeavor to provide diverse worship and ministries for all people.

It was very fitting that Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. would give the message for the Festival de Verano (Summer Festival) since he 
has experienced first-hand what it is like to step out in faith and see the Lord do an amazing work. Early in his ministry, Swan-
son discovered his gift as an evangelist when he was serving a four-point charge in southeast Georgia.  Each of the four churches 
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experienced growth in membership and attendance.  Later he was ap-
pointed to St. Mary’s Road UMC in Columbus, Georgia.  This was the 
first cross-racial appointment for the South Georgia Conference, and at 
the time of his appointment, the church had an average attendance of 12 
people.  During his 14 years there, the church’s average attendance grew 
to over 500. 

“This ministry is not about us,” said Swanson. “It is about putting our 
energy into the work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and experiencing the 
powerful, wonderful and 
miraculous things He will 
do in our midst.”

The land in the Senatobia 
District for the church 
was purchased 20 years ago, and the dream of the church lay dormant all these 
years.  Swanson declared that God was working to prepare for this church and peo-
ple are now witnessing what God can do even before we begin to dream a dream.

Swanson referenced John 10 and discussed how Jesus told His disciples about sheep 
recognizing their master’s 
voice.  Christians are called 
to follow the example of 
Jesus to seek out the other 
sheep and bring them to 
Jesus, the true shepherd. 

Swanson emphasized, the message to the community should be “Come 
on up in here!  Everyone is welcome in this place!” 

Those interested in aiding this ministry should contact Rev. Goyo De la 
Cruz at goyodelacruz@gmail.com or 901-496-1297.  All monetary con-
tribution to this new church start should be sent to the Senatobia District 
of The United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 220, Senatobia, MS 38668.  Please make all checks payable to the Senatobia District 
and notate Multi-cultural Church in the memo.  Continue to pray for the new church for all people.

MSU Wesley Foundation Needs Help Reaching UM Students  
Due to a recent change in the admissions process, Mississippi State University no 
longer gathers information on a student’s denominational preference.  As a result of 
this change, the MSU Wesley Foundation no longer has access to the names of in-
coming students who are United Methodist. Those names have been the backbone 
of the summer outreach to new students. Please send an email with names of new 
MSU students, contact information (mailing address, cell phone number and email 
address) and classification (freshman or transfer) to hmg2@msstate.edu.

In addition to names and contact info of new students headed to MSU this fall, 
information on students who are already at MSU would also be greatly appreciated. 
Help the MSU Wesley Foundation work to nurture discipleship in the lives of stu-
dents during the crucial college years. For more information contact Hugh Griffith 
at 662-435-3393.
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Left to right:  Rev. Greg Hazelrig, Rev. Goyo De la 
Cruz, Rev. Luz Campos and Erin Beasley

Bishop Swanson at land dedication dur-
ing the Festival de Verano.



VBS Introduces Kids to Outreach
By Carol Warren, VBS Director for the   
Cleveland Charge, Meridian District

Recently, students who attended the Cleveland Charge’s vacation Bible 
school at Hopewell UMC in Collinsville not only studied the Bible but 
also sought out to put its principles into action. The  theme was ‘God’s 
BIG Backyard Bible Camp Under the Stars.’ Participants were taught 
how to serve the body of Christ by serving their communities. They ap-
plied what they learned and chose a community project of collecting can 
foods and other nonperishable items for the Wesley House Community 
Center in Meridian. Over 90 items were collected and the VBS offering of 
$300.00 was sent to ‘Nothing but Nets,’ a mission geared towards protecting people from insects that spread Malaria.

Anderson UMM Host ‘Man Up: 
Men’s Conference’
July 26-28, 2013 

The United Methodist Men of Anderson United 
Methodist Church in Jackson are presenting a ‘Man 
Up: Men’s Conference’ July 26-28 at the church which 
is located at 6205 Hanging Moss Road, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.  Conference registration will begin Friday, July 26, at 5:30 p.m. and the praise and worship service will start at 6:30 p.m.  
Saturday’s activities will include sessions on understanding faith, healthy living, prayer and more. There will be a featured speaker 
for the Saturday noon lunch. Rev. Keith D. Powell of New Morning Star Church in Clarksdale will be the guest speaker for the 
Men’s Day Observance on Sunday, at 11:45 a.m.

The registration fee is $40. Make checks and/or money orders payable to Anderson United Methodist Men and mail to Anderson 
United Methodist Men, 6205 Hanging Moss Road, Jackson, MS 39206. For more details on how to register, contact Jeffrey Virgil 
at 601-906-5700.

Free Bluegrass Gospel Concert  
at Gulfport First Methodist Church
August 4, 2013 

First United Methodist Church in Gulfport will host Mississippi group 
‘Magnolia Drive’ in an exciting evening of traditional bluegrass gospel on 
Sunday, August 4, 2013, at 6:00 p.m. The concert is free and the public 
is invited. The church is located on 15th St. and 24th Ave. across from 
Gulfport City Hall.

‘Magnolia Drive’ has played with numerous prominent bluegrass groups.  
The First United Methodist Church Chancel Choir will also perform. For 
details go to www.fumc-gulfport.org or call 228-863-0047.

SEJ Church Business Administrators Conference
August 4-7, 2013 

Calling all church business managers! Have you considered what you need to do in 2014 for the upcoming heath care require-
ments that are now law? Have benefits for lay employees crossed your mind to share with the SPRC? Having trouble with risk 
management, new statistics tables, and communicating general church apportionments? Are other business administrators hav-
ing the same problems? If so, we have an opportunity for you!
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Learn while enjoying an opportunity for spiritual renewal. Our own Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will be the spiritual leader for 
this three-day event.

The 60th Annual SEJ Church Business Administrators Conference will be held August 4-7 at Lake Junaluska. Health law attorney, 
Andy Hendren of the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits will be leading the health insurance discussions while confer-
ence treasurers and general church staff will be resourcing best practice roundtables. Go to the Lake Junaluska web site to see 
the brochure and register for this outstanding conference. Continuing Education Credits will be offered. For more information 
contact David Stotts at david@mississippi-umc.org.

St. Matthew’s Charity Golf Tournament Supports  
Mission Trip and UM Children’s Homes
September 5, 2013 

St. Matthew’s UMC in Madison will host its second annual Charity Golf Tournament that will be held on Thursday, September 
5, at the Canton Country Club.  The event will benefit the church’s Honduras Mission Team trip, and the Methodist Children’s 
Homes in Clinton.  Lunch will be provided at 11:30 a.m., with a 1:00 p.m. shotgun start. The event will include a chipping con-
test, a ‘closest to the pin hole,’ a ‘longest drive hole’ and a ‘hole-in-one’ challenge.

The cost is $100 per person. Individuals can sign up as a team or by themselves and be put on a team.  Space is limited, so sign up 
early.  The deadline to register is August 25. Those who sign up by July 28 will receive a free mulligan.

For more information, please contact Matthew Hall at 601-856-9581, or matt@stm-umc.org.

Camp Lake Stephens Offers Youth Retreats
September 21-22, 2013 | September 28-29,2013 

Please spread the word about these important opportunities for young people to grow in their Christian faith.

The Junior High Spiritual Life Retreat for sixth, seventh and eighth graders will be held at Camp Lake Stephens September 21-22. 
The speaker will be Rev. Emily Sanford and worship will be led by Eddie Willis. There is a $25 non-refundable deposit and the 
cost is $75. The deadline to register is September 17 (unless spots are available) and health forms will be mailed upon registra-
tion.

Camp Lake Stephens will hold the Senior High Spiritual Life Retreat for young people in grades 9-12 September 28-29. The 
speaker will be Rev. Corey Truett and worship will be led by Eddie Willis. There is a $25 non-refundable deposit and the cost is 
$75. The deadline to register is September 24 (unless spots are available) and health forms will be mailed upon registration.

For more information go to www.camplakestephens.com or call 662-234-3350.  Come for a time to grow in Christ and in Chris-
tian fellowship with one another.

Cruise with Bishop Swanson
October 30 - November 13, 2013  

Join Bishop Swanson on “The Footsteps of Paul” October 30 - November 13, 2013. Fourteen days starting at an all inclusive price 
of $2,998, which includes international airfare and airline fuel surcharges, most shore excursions, administration fee, port charg-
es, fuel surcharges and taxes (subject to change). The guest speaker will be Dr. David deSilva, expert on the Book of Revelation. 
Anyone interested in going on this cruise should contact Educational Opportunities Tours (http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/).

Funeral services for Rev. Jennings Poole were held at 
2:00 p.m. on Monday, July 22, 2013 at Bude United 
Methodist Church in Bude, Mississippi. Poole was well 
known throughout the Mississippi Conference for 
his chalk art and had a special love for the children at 
Camp Wesley Pines. In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made to Camp Wesley Pines.
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Employment Opportunities
• Director of Youth Ministries
Full-time (40+hrs/week, salaried)
First United Methodist Church of Brandon, Mississippi is seeking a committed, passionate and motivated person who loves 
the Lord and is able to effectively reach, lead, equip and train youth (6th-post High). This is a full-time salaried position. 
Preferred qualifications include a Bachelor’s degree from a college or university and/or three to four years of experience. 
Primary responsibilities include but are not limited to: relational/spiritual growth in the youth, developing a team of youth 
leaders, planning direction and communicating youth activities including weekly meetings, service project, retreats, mis-
sion trips, fundraisers and special events. Submit a cover letter including your philosophy of youth ministry and resume by 
July 31, 2013 to Rev. Mitchell B. Hedgepeth, First United Methodist Church, 205 Mary Ann Drive, Brandon, MS 39042, to 
mitchell@brandonfumc.org or to Mr. Steven Wallace (Chairperson-SPRC) at swallace@insuranceassociate.com.

• Director for Youth and College Ministries
Gordo First UMC (25 miles west of Tuscaloosa, Alabama) is seeking a full-time director for youth and college ministries. 
The full job description is still under construction; however, the director will work with the leadership teams and senior 
pastor in shaping the future of these ministries. Resume and cover letter should be sent to Bart Bowlin at bart.bowlin@
umcna.org.

Lemon Daffodil Dessert 
Juice of 4 lemons
Grated lemon zest  
1/2 cup sugar
1 (14 oz.) can condensed milk
2 cups whipping cream
1 small pre-baked angel food cake
Combine juice, sugar, zest and milk. Add whipped cream. Tear cake into small pieces and line the bottom of a 9 x 13 x 2 
inch baking dish. Pour mixture over the cake and mix together. Chill 24 hours before serving.

 – By Arlette Welch in “Goodness From Galloway” published by the Galloway Memorial UMC Cursillo Community
• Attention: Have a recipe too good to keep? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 
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To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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